Suffolk & Essex Small Animal Welfare, Registered Charity No.1124029

A post-pandemic update from the Centre for Spring 2022
Welcome to the April 2022 edition of Snippets, published to coincide with our
first major fundraising event for two years.
Although life as we knew it ground to a halt in March 2020,
SESAW continued to function, albeit in a reduced capacity,
thanks to the supreme efforts of our volunteers and supporters.
Some of our regular helpers kept coming in, aided by furloughed
newcomers who did their best to plug the gaps left by those who
were self-isolating, key workers or needed at home.
The rescued animals were cared for
until the rehoming process was
cautiously recommenced and the
enforced absence of visitors allowed
essential maintenance work to
continue unimpeded.

Kirsty (above), Mia (left) and
Phoebe (right) are some of
volunteers who were able to
carry on helping at SESAW

An unexpected side effect of the ‘new
normal’ was the increased number of
wildlife casualties brought in by the
Public. People walked in the
countryside more often and noticed the wildlife around them. A
variety of mammals arrived from a tiny mouse to a young fawn
and a procession of jackdaws,
goldfinches, doves, owls, sparrows and
other birds. The majority were saved
including the kestrel in the photo which
was released back where it was found.

It would take a book of biblical
proportions to include all those who
have ensured SESAW kept going. So,
in the spirit of “A picture paints a
thousand words”, here is our postpandemic tribute to some of the people
who stood by SESAW at, probably, the
most difficult time of their lives. Our
heartfelt thanks to many more not
mentioned in the following pages.
SESAW is open by appointment only, except for emergencies.

Keep up with our news and animals via our website and Facebook page
Read our monthly blog written by Kenny (the Boss) Chihuahua
or Ollie (the Black) Cat

“Idano”, Stoke Road, Leavenheath, CO6 4PP. Tel: 01787 210888
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GREAT START TO 2020
Shortly before the first lockdown, we
received £3251 from the Colchester branch
of Pets at Home, raised in store during the
2019 Santa Paws Christmas event.

Jayne, Linda and Frank the Greyhound
accepted the cheque in Store

.. then everything changed
.. rainbows and face masks were in fashion

Some of the volunteers were missing, the others
were a little subdued as they filed out on socially
distanced walks.

Carpark Caper!
Jeanette raised £620 at a Plant Sale and

Volunteers celebrated when the cheque
was ‘brought home’.

Tombola in the carpark of Buildbase in Sudbury.

Lads at the MEBCC Plough Day in Waldingfield
couldn’t resist browsing the ‘boys toys’ antiquities on
our vintage stall!

The four masked musketeers:
Carole, Jeanette, Liz and Ellen

VOLUNTEERS CARRIED ON
Mandy and Sharon (pictured in pre-pandemic times) have
enjoyed caring for the SESAW animals for many years.
Mandy no longer came in when her working hours and
family responsibilities were greatly increased in 2020.
The reverse happened to Sharon who is a self employed
seamstress but she had a brainwave and put her skills to
good use. Instead of lying idle, her sewing machine
worked harder than ever, sewing thousands of face masks.
Meanwhile, instead of producing toys and accessories for
our craft stall, Jayne’s knitting needles were fully occupied
making Rainbows of Hope car decorations. A staggering
£5000 raised from the sale of masks and rainbows.
Although Mandy has not returned to SESAW, she has
raised £4,400 in the last two years by selling donated
goods to local people, making a total of £16,232 over
the last ten years

Kenny (the Boss) with his very own
rainbow and mask collection

Another big earner was Maggie Leggett who
was left with a van full of home grown plants
she had prepared for our cancelled 2020
Easter Fair. Undaunted, she displayed all her
wares in her front garden and sold the lot!
Maggie carried on growing and selling and
Visitors at our 2019 Easter Fair soon snapped up
raised £374 in 2021
all the plants grown by Maggie

REMEMBERED WITH AFFECTION
We were very sad to lose two good friends of
SESAW during the pandemic. Margot
Bartlett and Barbara Sparrow had been
staunch supporters for many years and both
had their share of SESAW animals too!
Barbara was a regular helper until ill health
slowed her down but she continued to collect
donated goods, help at sales and organise
her own events.
Margot also collected donations and raised
awareness of SESAW. She set up
occasional book stalls in Sudbury with her
husband, Brian who still helps at SESAW
Doting grandma Margot
fundraising events.
with daughter, Karen and
Barbara dressed up
We remember both ladies with affection, their ready for a SESAW Fete
grandson, Max
unwavering friendship is sadly missed.

Maintenance progressed well during the strangely quiet times
Tony took a well
earned break while a
family of geese
looked on

Generous pet food and supplies were donated by Gladwells of Copdock (left),
Argos in Stowmarket (centre) and Morrisons in Hadleigh (right).

Recognise anyone under those masks?
Sheila and Elaine raised £429 on their Gift
Stall and went on to raise £550 during 2021 at
three events in Hadleigh, Long Melford and
Leavenheath.

Jeanette’s Tombola raised £462 at the
Bridge Farm Festive Fayre and a further
£529 by selling the left over prizes outside
Roys in Sudbury.

2021 - AND THE ‘NEW NORMAL’
SESAW volunteers were
nominated for a 2021
Petplan UK & ADCH
Animal Charity Award.
Here are some of the
team, socially distanced of
course, with Kenny (the
Boss) Chihuahua and
Boyce the dog. Our
volunteers show up week
after week to care for the
animals. Without them,
the centre would not exist

Rachel (right)
from Lasered
Components in
Braintree arrived
in July with
tinned food,
biscuits and
treats donated by
colleagues.

(Above) Greg worked long hours
throughout the Pandemic, operating a
Ship to Shore crane at the Port of
Felixstowe. Nevertheless, he always
found time for SESAW

SESAW was chosen as a charity partner for
the popular Nayland 10k Run returned in
July. Judy was one of our volunteers who
helped with registration and £500 was
raised for SESAW
Be honest! Who hasn’t felt like this, once or twice
over the last two years?
Dumped in a wheel barrow, next to a bin, with only
an ice cream and a dog to comfort you?
You’ve got to admire Maggie’s style!

SUMMER 2021

Maggie, Tanya and Kenny received £250 at
the Polstead Community Shop. The
cheque was presented by Clare, Countess
of Euston, Lord-Lieutenant of Suffolk.
Photo curtesy of East Anglian Daily Times

Lorraine raised £1650 by holding ‘Pop-up
Sales’ outside shops in Tiptree and selling
on Facebook over the last two years.

Teresa and Stephen Norris held an afternoon tea in their Boxted
garden to celebrate the 25th birthday of their donkey, Eeyore.
Good company, good music and
exceedingly good cakes’ summed up
the fundraising party which raised £700
for SESAW.

7 and 9 year old sisters,
Sylvi and Rosalie Baker,
baked cup cakes to sell
outside Great Tey
Primary School. They
raised £70 which was
topped up to £100 by
their family

Linda and Pat enjoyed the afternoon tea and Eeyore enjoyed his
custom-made birthday cake!

Jeanette raised £1125
with a Tombola stall
outside Roys in
Sudbury and a
flower stall outside
her house during the
Summer

2021 DRAWS TO A CLOSE
2021 saw more than the usual amount of rabbits surrendered
to our care included pregnant females and young families of
rabbits. One group of nine sisters proved particularly difficult
to home as they were a large breed, requiring plenty of
space. They have been successfully rehomed and six of them
can be seen at Hollowtrees Farm in Semer, where they form
part of the popular Farm Trail.
We still have rabbits not so lucky, please contact us if you think
you can offer a rabbit a good home. They ideally like to be in
pairs, and we offer advice on bonding and general care,
whether they are to be kept indoors or outdoors.

A big work party from Axa Insurance tackled many
jobs that had fallen by the wayside since Covid 19.
The colleagues had a lovely time as they spruced up
the kennels and gardens, ready for the winter.

Pupils from St. Margarets Prep School
posed with Kenny during their visit.
They brought a cheque for £981.45
plus food and bedding collected for
their End of Year Charity Day

HEARTWARMING SUCCESS

Two Patterdales, Gypsy and
Sam, finally found the perfect
home when Rachel Wettner took
them home to meet her dogs.
Fortunately they all got on and
arthritic Gypsy was fitted with a
canine wheelchair which enabled
her to walk, run and frolic with
the pack. Rachel runs
‘Winston’s Wheels’, a charity that
enhances the lives of hundreds
of disabled dogs. Contact
Rachel for more information:
rachelcansell@icloud.com

2021 Jeanette raised over
£415 with another Terrific
Tombola at the Bridge Farm
Festive Fair in Monks Eleigh.

A massive THANK YOU to Colchester Pets At Home for £2008.17 raised during the 2021
Santa Paws campaign. Sadly there was no in store celebration due to Covid restrictions.
We look forward to meeting customers and staff in 2022 as the situation improves.

2022 - and a great start to the new year thanks to a

group of Police Cadets who raised money during their
training at the Essex Headquarters. SESAW volunteer
Sue was presented with a donation of £1,093 during the
Passing Out Parade last December. We wish the young
people every success in their chosen careers.
(Photograph by Barrie White-Miller)
Frank Payne has published two
volumes of his autobiography to
raise money for SESAW. Our
Octogenarian supporter has led an
interesting life with plenty of tales
to tell. His story begins in Blitz torn
London and progresses through
National Service then onto careers
in journalism and football. More
information on 01206 263006
The ducks on the pond was such a
peaceful sight during lockdown.
Ironically they are now shut away
safe from the current outbreak of avian flu whilst we finally enjoy more
freedom. Spring has arrived and so
have some orphaned lambs which
the volunteers are helping to bottle
feed for the time being. Arrh!
Looking ahead, the Nayland 10K Family Fun Run will take place on
Sunday 10th July, starting at Little Garth School, Nayland, CO6 4JR.
SESAW is one of the charities benefitting from this extremely popular,
multi-terrain run through the beautiful Constable countryside. Routes for
all ages and abilities, book your place now at www.nayland10k.co.uk

This issue is dedicated to all our supporters, not just those caught on camera.
Many have evaded notice like Jayne and Karen who sold pet products and handmade
crafts at outdoor markets in Langham. Apologies to all our unseen heroes who have
continue to work in the background over the last two years. SESAW is still here,
rescuing animals, thanks to ALL of them.

A big thank you to the Sponsors of Snippets, Mitch and Shaun
Of the Brewers Arms, Bower House Tye, Polstead, CO6 5BZ.
Tel: 01787 210441. A warm welcome awaits customers at the
pub which has been fully refurbished during lockdown.
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