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SESAW is closed except for emergencies and rehoming by appointment only.   
Please phone 01787 210888 or email info@sesaw.co.uk.  

 

Keep up with our news and animals via our website and Facebook @sesaw.co.uk 

Read our monthly blog written by Kenny (the Boss) Chihuahua  
or Ollie (the Black) Cat. 

Updates from the Sanctuary - Summer 2020 

HELP US TO HELP THEM - 2020 Appeal for Funds 
 
The effects of the COVID-19 crisis have hit SESAW hard with a colossal loss due to the inability to hold vital 
fundraising events.  Please help us to continue to help the animals with crucial routine and life-changing 
veterinary care, medicine and special diets during this difficult time, by donating whatever you can.  

 

SESAW is run by a team of dedicated volunteers who, during this time, have not stopped caring and 
rescuing animals in need.  Without these indispensable funds the animals need your urgent help more than 
ever. Donations can be taken as cash, cheque or on our Just Giving page: https://www.justgiving.com/
campaign/sesawappeal2020. THANK YOU. 
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A MUCH NEEDED MAKEOVER 
 

While we have been closed to the public and been spoilt with 
some good weather, we have used this time to give some of 
our current animal enclosures a much needed revamp. 

 

Funded by raised monies and donations, we began with 
Keebles, one of our three cat enclosures that was in need of 
work beyond repair.  We started in March, shortly before the 
lockdown began, by ripping down the original pen to make 
room for a brand new one which was currently in 
construction.  Unfortunately, due to government COVID-19 
restrictions, the job was put on hold and we were left one 

enclosure down.  Four months later we are pleased to say that the brand-spanking 
new Keebles cat enclosure (right) is up and running, welcoming it’s first new 
guest, Pixie (left) just days after finishing. 

 

Our rabbit and guinea pig enclosure, also in 
need of a face lift (left), has been entirely 
replaced over the last few months and is looking 
great. The rabbits and guinea pigs in our care 
have found a new temporary home on-site until 
the interior is completed. 

 

A few of the original chicken and livestock 
enclosures have also been knocked down by 
our fantastic volunteers, clearing lots of space 

for new enclosures to be constructed, once we have the funds to do so. 
Watch this space!  

https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/sesawappeal2020
https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/sesawappeal2020


KAREN’S KORNER: Guinea Pigs 
 
Karen is a regular volunteer at SESAW and helps with both small and large animals, but her personal 
experience over many years as a rabbit owner makes her a real asset when re-homing our small furries. 

 

 
SESAW takes in many unwanted guinea pigs and they can be an 
ideal pet for children, given their size. However there are things to 
consider when rehoming a guinea pig. They can live up to eight years 
and although small they need a lot of space to prevent fighting and 
promote good health. Guinea pigs are happy to live indoors and 
outside. An outdoor hutch should be kept in a shed in winter to keep 
them warm and safe and in the cool/shade during the summer. 
SESAW can offer advice on suitable accommodation for guinea pigs. 
 

Guinea pigs depend on the companionship of others to be happy and 
safe. Ideal mixes are: two or more females; two males of similar age 
(three often fight) or one castrated male with one or more females.  
Guinea pigs SHOULD NOT live with rabbits. 

 

Guinea pigs love to eat!!  Good quality green hay should make up 85 percent of their diet with ideally a large 
handful of five different plants/veggies per day, to help meet their vitamin C requirements.  In the good 
weather, they will also enjoy four to six hours in a run grazing on grass. It is advisable to health check your 
guinea pig weekly so any health issues can be detected early. 

 

Buster was rehomed by SESAW in September 2018.  Buster was fighting 
with his brother and had to be separated.  He was neutered and was very 
lucky that Sarah came along and offered him a home, with her single 
female guinea pig Willow.  He now leads what can only be described as a 
very pampered life.  He goes on holidays and pamper days! He has his 
own handmade soft fleece bed which he loves and apparently falls sleep to 
Classical FM! Last summer he went to a guinea pig rescue centre in Kent, 
to attend their Open Day. Buster came second in the agility class and third 
for most handsome guinea pig. He also got a round of applause for being 
the most travelled guinea pig, as he’s originally from Suffolk!!  Here are a 
couple of photos of Buster with his owner Sarah (and rosette) and his 
companion Willow. 

NEVER GIVE UP 
 

Midnight, a small black cat, lived happily with a gentleman who acquired her from an animal rescue nearly 
six years ago.  Although content with her human companion, she would spit and swear at anyone else but 
this was not a problem until he became ill and sadly passed away in hospital.  

 

During those final weeks, Midnight had the run of her home and the 
fields beyond thanks to a kindly neighbour until the time came for 
her to move.  Her old owner’s family hoped to take her in but she 
was having none of it and repeatedly evaded capture.  She even 
broke the hard plastic cat flap clean in half to escape. 

 

After a week of pussy footing around, they borrowed a trap from 
SESAW and received sound advice from Maggie.  She encouraged 
the family to persevere once the mischievous moggy was cornered 
and her words proved correct. 

 

Midnight seemed to accept she was finally caught and stopped 
resisting arrest.  She still hides behind the sofa some of the time but 
walks in front of the dogs unperturbed when it suits her.  Instead of 
chasing Midnight as they expected, the Schnauzer was soon licking 
her head and the Yorkie was completely besotted. 

 

This could so easily have been a sad story of yet another homeless 
black cat (the most unpopular colour) waiting a long time for 
someone with lots of patience to take a chance on her.  And a sad 
family might have given up their Father’s dear pet needlessly. 
 



GRASS SEEDS - THE SILENT KILLER 
 
We guess many of you ‘fur parents’ are aware of the dangers of grass seeds 
which can become embed into an animal’s ears or pads. Last year something 
happened to our precious eight month old English bulldog 'Bertie' which led to 
three months of worry and uncertainty. 

 

It started on Thursday 20th June when Bertie was given an anti inflammatory for 
severe back pain followed by another injection the next morning. Hours later the 
left side of his face and forehead were swollen and by Saturday he was on the 
operating table because he couldn’t 
open his mouth without pain.  The Vet 
removed grass seed that was 
embedded in his jaw and gave him 
another dose of antibiotics.  We were 
jubilant the problem was solved…  
but no!   

 

Two days later the right side of his face and forehead was 
swollen and Bertie was rushed to the Animal Health Trust in 
Newmarket with a suspected abscess.  An MRI scan showed 
severe infection in his jaw, forehead and eye socket.  After an 
overnight stay, Bertie returned home for three weeks of 
anitbiotics. 

 

Six days later on 1st July a dash to Newmarket for tests and another scan which revealed our boy had 
contracted a secondary infection which penetrated his brain. He was battling Meningitis and we were not to 
get our hopes up.  Four days later we took Bertie home with a cocktail of three antibiotics, one of which could 
adversely affect his growth plates.  There would be little hope without it so what choice did we have?  

 

Bertie returned to the Animal Health Trust several time for check ups and a scan over the next couple of 
months.  Although the swelling gradually went down he was still on all the antibiotics to fight the infection.  

Towards the end of August he seemed brighter in himself and one of the 
antibiotics was withdrawn, then the other a few weeks later.   12 weeks after his 
first treatment, the AHT discharged Bertie and a few days later he had his last 
dose of antibiotics. 

 

Having lost our last three dogs to brain tumours, all this was horrendous to witness 
and we feared the worst but this time someone was looking over us. Our bungling, 
bouncy, bully boy won his battle leaving us  much poorer but ecstatic.  All this 
because our pup had eaten a grass seed and because they are barbed his body 
couldn't reject it naturally as is sometimes the case.  Unfortunately we knew 
nothing until the symptoms manifested themselves and often this can be too late.  

 

Please, please be vigilant especially with younger fur babies.  After all, most of 
them tend to experience our world by putting it in their mouths!! 
 
Best wishes and good luck. 
 
Jeanette and Roger 

THANK YOU PETS AT HOME 
 
A big thank you to Support Adoption for 
Pets, the charitable arm of Pets at Home, for 
raising a fantastic £3,251 in-store during the 
Santa Paws event last Christmas.  

 

Santa Paws was set up by Pets at Home to 
collect donations to provide meals,  
’Christmas dinners’, for animals who have 
found themselves in rescue centres, like 
SESAW, through no fault of their own.  

 

The cheque was presented to our volunteers 
earlier this year (pre-lockdown), and brought back to SESAW HQ, where it was greatly received by all.  
We are also delighted to announce that Pets at Home has chosen SESAW as it’s Charity for 2020.  



THE FACES BEHIND SESAW  
 
Name: Abbie 
Time at SESAW: Just over three years 
Role at SESAW: Animal Care Volunteer 

 

“I discovered SESAW shortly after 
moving to the area. I grew up with 
animals and had been thinking of 
volunteering at an animal centre for a 
while. Working a typical nine to five 
week in an office, I felt I could make 
better use of my weekends by doing 
something that would make a real 
difference.  
 

I called the Sanctuary and popped 
down to have a look around.  
Everyone was so welcoming and 
happy to show me the ropes.  I began helping with the dogs 
by taking them for their daily walk and giving them lots of 
cuddles, of course! Now, I mostly look after the cats and 
kittens that come into our care. This includes cleaning out the 
runs, regular health checks, grooming, feeding and giving the 
cats (who want it!), plenty of fuss and attention. Each week 
there are new arrivals who have replaced the cats lucky 
enough to find new homes.  From domesticated to feral, each 
cat has their own personality and individual needs.   
 

What I love about SESAW is that they will never turn any 
animal away or give up on them.  All animals will be cared for 
at the Sanctuary, no matter how long it takes to find a 
permanent, suitable home.  Volunteering here is so rewarding 
- I love the time I spend at SESAW caring for the animals and 
look forward to going each week.” 
 

Can you help? We are always looking for volunteers to help with the animals, 
DIY and maintenance work around the Sanctuary, foster care, fundraising 
events and more. Please get in touch by phone or email. 

WILDLIFE 
 

During the Spring and Summer of 2020 we have noticed a 
marked increase in the number of wildlife casualties brought into 
SESAW by the public.  It seems people have been out in the 
countryside more often than usual as a result of the  
COVID-19 crisis and noticing the wildlife around them. 

 

Whilst the larger animal rescue centres have been closed, a 
variety of mammals have arrived at SESAW, from a tiny mouse 
to a young fawn and a procession of birds including jackdaws, 
goldfinches, doves, owls and sparrows.  We have managed  
to save the majority so far, including the two little chaps in  
these photos. 

Once again, a big thank you to the Sponsors of Snippets, Shaun and Mitch 
of the Brewers Arms, Bower House Tye, Polstead, CO6 5BZ. 

Tel: 01787 210441. 
 

A welcome awaits customers at the pub which has been  
fully refurbished during the lockdown.  
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FACEMASKS AND 
‘RAINBOW OF HOPE’ CAR 

HANGINGS   
 
Although we cannot hold fundraising events 
due to the COVID-19 crisis, some of our 
talented volunteers have made good use of 
their unexpected 
spare time.  Sharon, a 
professional 
seamstress, has been 
busy sewing 
washable, pleated 
face masks in triple 
layered dense cotton.  
They come in a variety 
of plain or patterned 
colours as modelled 
by our young 
volunteers.    
 

 

Meanwhile Jayne is 
busy knitting ‘Rainbow 
of Hope’ car hangings 
and both items are 
selling well.  The 
ladies suggest a 
minimum donation of 
£2 per item. If you are 
interested in 
purchasing a 
facemask, or a 
rainbow, please call 
07720 079370 to 
order and arrange a 
collection or delivery. 


