Who would throw a 10 week
old kitten over a high wall?

Please sponsor one of our
permanent residents?

Read all about our soggy fete
and fun dog show.

Maisie’s amazing recovery
after seven years of pain

Could your pet feature on our
2017 calendar?

Our Calendar of Events is on
page 6
When young Socks arrived in March 2016 she was
heavily pregnant, and very soon gave birth .
Discover why a simple ‘snip’ really does show you care , on page 3.

Cattitude in the Cattery!

Time goes by so quickly
Another year has passed yet we hardly notice the changing seasons with the relentless influx of needy
animals. Many of these animals require veterinary care and/or help to overcome the conditions to which they
have been subjected.
It takes a lot of time and much heartache, but the vast majority of them eventually find loving new homes and
go on to lead happy and contented lives. The ones that cannot be homed either stay with us at SESAW or,
like Darcy (below), are taken home by a volunteer or someone we know who is able to give them the special
attention they need.
SESAW depends so much on its band of selfless people who give their time to look after the animals in our
care. Not all our volunteers actually work at the centre, but focus on raising money and public awareness of
our role in society, which helps us to continue our work. Whatever their role, SESAW is indebted to them.

How could they?
Ten week old Darcy arrived at SESAW after being thrown over a high
garden wall in the Stoke/Higham area. She was dirty, very thin, worm
infested and had a broken leg.
She spent two nights at the vets,
where Simon mended her leg and
nurse Vicki spent the next two days
cuddling her!
She had to endure a metal support on
her leg while it healed, and
recuperated with one of our foster families, where she received lots
of love and attention from them - and their dog!
While at the vets Darcy became attached to their lovely receptionist Emma, and has now gone to live
permanently with her.

Mr Carr carried on!
SESAW volunteer Ellie Carr must be very proud of her husband. Having
withdrawn from the 2015 London Marathon due to an injury, Dave switched to
the Prudential London to Surrey 100 Bike Ride last August, and raised £250 for
SESAW.
Determined Dave then carried on to complete the 2016 London Marathon in just
under four hours. He said it was an incredibly hard thing to do but he was
greatly encouraged by the amazing crowds.
Running is a high impact sport so Dave is now concentrating on maintaining his
cycling fitness in his spare time.
Dave's fundraising page (open until 24 July 2016) can be found at:
https://www.justgiving.com/David-Carr18. Alternatively donations can be
delivered or posted direct to SESAW.
Maggie Jackaman, one of the founder members of SESAW, was among this year’s recipients of a Babergh
and Mid-Suffolk Community Achievement Award. Maggie and her husband Ron have been on duty 24/7
since starting an animal rescue over 24 years ago, but Maggie says they couldn’t do it without the help of
SESAW’s committed and much valued volunteers.
If you think you might like to join our friendly team of volunteers, please contact us to learn more about the
opportunities available. We have such a wide variety of animals and birds here, and there is always
maintenance work that needs to be done, so we are sure you will find something to suit you.
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SESAW Animal Sponsorship
A gift with a difference for animal lovers of all ages.
Did you know that you can sponsor one of our permanent
residents from as little as £2 a month?
We have Ollie, a very friendly black cat who was found lying in a
field, desperately ill after being poisoned, who went on to make a
full recovery and now resides in the house at SESAW – although
he can often be seen out and about in the garden making friends
with our volunteers.
Also on our sponsorship scheme are Bobby, the lively white
terrier (pictured), Kenny the Chihuahua, Crystal the pony, our rare
breed sheep and Rocky the Toggenburg goat, an aviary-bred Eagle Owl, Kune Kune pigs and a
rabbit called Pebbles, who was found on a beach.
All sponsors receive a Certificate of Sponsorship with photo and information about their chosen
animal(s), and can visit us at any time during our opening hours.

Why neutering is so important
Neutering is the kindest thing a caring owner can do to protect their cat. A
female kitten can get pregnant while she’s still a kitten herself, so should
be spayed at five to six months to protect her from an unplanned
pregnancy. Around 85% of litters are un-planned! Neutering your male
kitten will help keep him safe - ensuring that he doesn't get into constant
fights over females, and also that he doesn't feel the urge to wander off in
search of a mate. It's all too common for un-neutered males to get lost or
killed on the roads, because they haven't been neutered.
Neutering also helps the general cat population; the fewer un-planned litters there are, the more
homes are available for the many cats and kittens in rescue shelters. A simple 'snip' really does
show you care!
Our very special special
thanks to Elaine Pulham
who recently donated a
2-metre high pop-up
banner to SESAW. The
eye-catching
compilation of SESAW
photos was supplied by
Keith Avis Printers of
Hadleigh. The banner
has proved an instant
hit with volunteers and
members of the public,
and is a welcome
addition to our display
material.

Photo: Volunteer Nigel Jackson with Duke,
pictured alongside the new pop up banner.
3

It poured with rain, but was still the happiest day of the year!
We were delighted that more than
three hundred friends and
supporters braved the dreadful
weather last July to attend our
Annual Fete and Fun Dog Show,
helping us to raise over £3,300.
There were marquees, stalls, and
games on the back lawn. The
refreshment tent had a mouthwatering display of cakes,
savouries and preserves on sale, as well as some very welcome hot
drinks, and Jazz Galore braved the weather to entertain us for a second year.
In the paddock a lovely aroma was beginning to tempt people - and just a few dogs - to visit the
barbecue, being run expertly by Sue, Lucy and Ali. People and dogs remained remarkably cheerful as
the rain came down and the afternoon’s events got underway with members
of Ace Agility and their canine companions demonstrating their skills over an
agility course. Games followed with dogs and their owners completing a
number of fun tasks together.
The final event was the Fun Dog Show, to which we
were delighted to welcome judge Ann Green and her
assistant Shirley Evans.

A difficult decision has
to be made by the judge

For the second time there was a special SESAW Dog
the Year class for dogs adopted from SESAW,
which was won by Summer, a Working Cocker Spaniel,
who came into the rescue system after being scalded
with boiling water. Summer was also part of the Ace
Agility display team.

This special class will now be a regular feature of the
dog show, and we look forward to seeing many of our former residents coming
back to see us.

Summer

Gill Pinn and Biggles
wait for the
Judging of the
Most Handsome Dog

As the afternoon drew to a close and Sue and her
helpers started to pack up the barbecue, a number
of burnt sausages were put to one side before
being thrown away. Summer’s spaniel nose went into overdrive, as did
her mouth, as she located her prize and very quickly demolished the lot.
She went home looking extremely pleased with herself and resembling a
barrel - but
didn’t suffer any
ill effects!

So much preparation goes into organising this
event each year, so a huge thank you to
everyone involved, including all the SESAW
volunteers who helped to organise, set up and
run the fete, and to Jazz Galore. Thanks also
to Jean White, who organised the dog events,
and to Gill Pinn who helped her to set up the
day before and dismantle everything
The SESAW rescue dogs - every one a winner!
afterwards. Not forgetting everyone who
helped with the dog events on the day - members of Ace Agility, Ann Green, Shirley Evans, Shirley
Hamlin, Jill Ringshaw, the barbecuers, and Ben, our brilliant compere. Many thanks also to Pets at
Home for sponsoring the rosettes and providing a couple of helpers.
Without you all this wonderful day would not have been possible.
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We think Maisie is just amazing
Maisie came to us just before Christmas 2015, after enduring seven years of pain
and discomfort due to a birth defect that affected all her legs, making it extremely
difficult for her to walk, and she certainly couldn’t run. She was taken straight to
our amazing vet Simon Culmstock, who diagnosed the problem and operated
immediately to rectify it.
Simon said: “When I saw Maisie she was severely lame on her right hind leg. Her
knee joint was swollen, thickened and painful, and her lower leg was twisted
outwards. X-rays of her hips and back showed
that her left hind leg had not developed properly,
Maisie in January,
leading to a permanent twisting of her knee. As a
dwarfed by her
result, her kneecap was permanently dislocated
buster collar
on the outside of the joint, and was not moving as
it should in the groove at the front of the knee. The medical term for this is a
Grade 4 lateral patella luxation - a relatively uncommon and complicated
condition in dogs.”
“Surgery was the only option for Maisie. I made a cut along the inside of her
Just one more tummy rub:
right knee joint so that I could explore the joint; her dislocated knee cap had Maisie’s favourite trick to avoid
going indoors after her walks.
worn away the cartilage from the side of the
joint, which was causing osteoarthritis and
severe pain. I made small cuts into the front of the knee so that I could lift the
cartilage away from the groove in the front of the knee. I removed some bone
from behind this cartilage, and replaced the cartilage, which would then heal
back against the bone. This procedure makes it easier for the kneecap to stay
in the correct position, and is called a femoral trochlear sulcoplasty.”
“One of the main causes of Maisie's problem was that the muscles at the front
of her leg did not line up properly, which pulled the kneecap out of position; it
was essential that this was corrected as well or the problem would recur. In
order to achieve this, I cut the bone at the top of the shinbone where the
tendon below the kneecap joins on, and moved this bone right over towards
the inside of the leg, before screwing it back against the shinbone in its new
position. This pulled the leg muscles (and therefore the kneecap) back into
Playing with a ball in April
their correct position and allowed the kneecap to run smoothly in its new
groove - a procedure called a tibial tuberosity transposition. Finally, small cuts were made to relax the
tissues on the outside of the knee, and the tissues on the inside of the knee were tightened up, before
suturing up.”

“Maisie had to have strict rest for six weeks, to let the bone
and tissues in her knee heal; she also needed lots of
painkillers. She then had to learn to walk properly on her
rebuilt knee.”
“Now that she has healed this knee is pain-free for the first
time, and she should hopefully be able to enjoy pretty much
full use of it for years to come.”
“Maisie is a lovely dog, and she showed her wonderful, kind
and brave personality throughout all her treatment. I'm so
pleased that we were able to help her.”

Maisie is now enjoying her walks with our volunteers, and is
a great favourite with everyone at SESAW. In fact, you could
say Maisie is now walking around with a big grin on her face.
Until he extends his circle of compassion to include all living
things, man will not himself find peace. Albert Schweitzer
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SESAW EVENTS 2016
Sat/Sun 28/29 May Garage Sale in SESAW front garden, Stoke Road, Leavenheath, CO6 4PP.

Saturday 2 July

£1 Sale! 10.30am to 2.30pm at St Luke’s Church Extension, Church Street,
Tiptree, CO5 OSU.

Sunday 10 July

SESAW Stall at the Long Melford, Suffolk, Street Fair from 2pm to 7pm.

Sunday 31 July

Annual Open Day, including Fete, Stalls, Fun Dog Show, Barbecue, and
much more. Held at SESAW, Stoke Road, Leavenheath, CO6 4PP.

Sunday 18 Sept

Autumn Sale at Great Bentley Village Hall, Hall View Road, CO7 8LW.

Sunday 20 Nov

Christmas Fair from 10am to 3pm at The Old School, Long Melford,
CO10 9DX.

Please visit on our website www.sesaw.co.uk for further events, news and updates.

An orphaned badger is given a second chance
A young badger was brought to us by a member of the public,
after his sibling had been killed by a dog. They were out in daylight,
which is unusual, and we believe the parent had been shot.
We fed and cared for
him while waiting for
Badger Rescue to
arrive. They thought
he was probably
around two months
old and, although he
was dehydrated, he
seemed in reasonable health. He was taken to join other
young badgers at the rescue, and they named him Monty.
Monty went on to make a full recovery, and has been
released in a safe place with a group of young badgers.
All are microchipped and thriving.
Other casualties we’ve seen recently include pigeons that
have fallen out of nests, orphaned ducklings, lambs
rejected by their mothers and an abandoned fawn. Sadly
one of two baby hedgehogs that arrived did not survive
due to severe flystrike, but the other is thriving.

Bruno, one of many dogs who
found new homes in 2015
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Sesaw Photo Competition 2016
Join the Facebook Group at
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1261135040579061/
You can enter up to three photos each month from January to August. Only
your first three pictures each month will be accepted.
Each month, the top 10 pictures in a public vote (published on the SESAW
Facebook page) will go through to final judging for printing in the Sesaw
2017 Calendar.
Categories are Cats, Dogs and Others (4 pictures from each will appear in
the calendar).

Please read the Terms & Conditions of entry.

Pets reunited
On 6 April 2016 it became a legal requirement for dogs to be microchipped by the
time they are eight weeks old. If local authorities discover a dog without a
microchip, the owner will have to fit one within 21 days or they will be fined up to
£500.
A microchip is a tiny device the size of a grain of rice, which is inserted under the skin
between the shoulder blades, just like an injection. The chip contains a unique 15-digit number which is
recorded on a national database and links your pet to you, and when scanned by a special scanner this
number is revealed. If a stray animal is found a call to the database will reveal the identity of the owner, who
will be contacted.
It could be argued that it is just as important to have your cat microchipped. Cats sometimes refuse to wear
collars; some owners do not like their cats to have them; cats often wander around their neighbourhoods in a
way that dogs do not; and they get into open vehicles and end up miles from home.
Once your pet has been microchipped, ask your vet to check it periodically to confirm it still works and has
not moved. If a chip does move, don’t worry, it will not harm your pet as it only sits beneath the skin. And
don’t forget to update your record on the database if you move - also a legal requirement now!

Cattitude in the cattery
This is Bea in her best “butter wouldn’t melt” pose on arrival in March 2015. However,
our volunteers soon discovered that she was quite a feisty little character - in fact she
seemed to want to kill them all, lashing out, biting and hissing, hiding and swiping at legs
as they went past. We felt sure there was a sweet cat underneath all this cattitude, and
that all she needed was some space, where she didn’t feel hemmed in, and her own
loving home. Convincing visitors of this was not an easy task and it was nine long
months before that someone special came along. When
Steve Butler visited us in December he met several cats
before arriving at Bea’s pen, and that was it…love at first
sight. He wasn’t put off by her history, and after a
successful home check off she went with Steve to her new home in Sudbury.
As can be seen in this photo, that sweet cat was in there all along. Steve says:
“Bea (now called Hebe) is a normal, calm cat who likes to sit on me - a lot!”
We are delighted that this little cat finally has the home she deserves, and are
happy to say that all our volunteers survived her antics in the cattery!

Photo

Not all cats settle into life in the cattery. Some absolutely hate it and that
sometimes makes them behave totally out of character. Bea is not the
first to behave like a wildcat in our cattery and a pussycat in their own
home.
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Solo from Land’s End to John O’Groats
Leavenheath resident Andy Cooper is planning to raise money
for SESAW by walking 1250 miles solo from Land's End to
John O'Groats over the next three months.
Armed with 52 Ordinance Survey maps Andy, a French
Polisher by trade, is taking time out from his flooring company,
AMC WoodFinishers, to tackle the Central Route this
summer.
Big-hearted Andy cycled the same trip with a friend two years
ago to help the children's charity EACH. This time he is
swapping staying in a B&B and a pint in the pub with camping
in a tent with a cup of tea! Training has included swapping
wine for protein shakes and breaking in two new pairs of
boots.
Asked how he anticipated dealing with the inevitable pain
Andy shrugged, broke into a wide grin and said "Ah well, you
only live once!"
Contact with the folks back home will be via mobile phone,
(hopefully!) charged with a small solar panel on his rucksack.
Andy will be updating his Just Giving page and Facebook page (AMC Woodfinishers) to let everybody
know how he's getting on!
Please help Andy by donating via www.justgiving.com/Andy-Cooper67 or donations can be sent direct to
SESAW at the address below.

We love it when new owners keep in touch with us to let us know how
well their pets are doing; some even bring them back to see us.
Knowing that our rescued animals are now living healthy, happy lives
really does make all the hard work that goes into running SESAW
worthwhile. So, thanks to Maggie and Ron, from whose home SESAW
is run; all the volunteers who come in week after week in all weathers
to look after the animals and do general maintenance work around the
grounds; our fundraisers; our supporters; and others who are
dedicated to SESAW but work quietly behind the scenes. Without you
all there wouldn’t be a SESAW.

Suffolk and Essex Small Animal Welfare
Registered Charity Number: 1124029

Idano, Stoke Road, Leavenheath, CO6 4PP
Tel: 01787 210888 Website: www.sesaw.co.uk
Open Thursday to Sunday from 10am to 1pm

Our thanks to Swayne & Partners, Impressions Motors, Keith Avis Printers and the Pets at Home
Support Adoption for Pets scheme for their sponsorship of this newsletter.
Editor: Jean White, SESAW Publicity Officer
Printed by Keith Avis Printers, 68 High Street, Hadleigh, Ipswich IP7 5EF
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