
   

 

Welcome! 

 

We’ve certainly had a very busy year since 
our last newsletter.  It started with a poor 
sick hedgehog that could not be saved due 
to a horrible case of flystrike.  Then a young 
cygnet died as a result of a fishing hook  
becoming  embedded in its throat.   
Unfortunately not an isolated case of  
wildlife suffering at the hands of negligent 
people. 

 
Within the space of a week, a family of ducklings, two baby swifts and a tiny 
blue tit arrived.   We had just got used to all that when three more hedgehogs 
came in, having been found in full sun during the day.   
 
A young deer was brought to us after being found lying in agony on the  
Wissington road with a broken back, and had to be put to sleep.   As the kind 
Samaritan picked up the tiny, terrified, creature the poor mother was crying for her baby on the other 
side of the hedge.   If you can help a creature in distress, please stop and do so or at least make a 
phone call to get help.  

 
However, it is not all bad news and we have many 
happy endings, including those of dogs Black Bob 
and Bubbles  -  both tied up and abandoned  -  and 
Luna, the tiny week old kitten found close to death 
outside a local village post office.   You can read 
their stories inside. 
  
The average cost to SESAW of rehoming an animal 
is £87, taking into account our running costs.  Whilst 
a larger charity may do this more economically by, 

for example, being able to buy supplies at a cheaper rate, we have to meet the needs of our animals 
in the most cost-effective way open to a smaller charity.  We are entirely self-funding and we rely 
solely on what we raise ourselves and the continuing generosity of people who so kindly help us in 
our work.  Each year we send an average of 187 dogs, 172 cats and 66 small furries - rabbits, guinea 
pigs, hamsters, etc - off to loving new homes.  At the time of going to print, we have two pairs of De-
gus looking for new homes, that have been with us for over a year. 
 
Our fundraisers work extremely hard during the year organising events to raise money for us.  These 
include our lovely annual Fete and Fun Dog Show in July - the dog show now includes a special 
SESAW Dog of the Year class for dogs adopted from us  -  and our Christmas Fair in November.   
 
Among other supporters of SESAW who have organised their own events to raise money for us are 
pupils of Thomas Gainsborough School in Sudbury, raising £72 by selling their own homemade 
cakes.  Well done everyone.  We must also thank Debbie Lock for donating £863 after organising a 
Garden Party with a dog show.    
 
 

 

One of the lucky ones 

 

Read tiny Luna’s  

story on page 2 
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We love happy endings 

SESAW could not run without the dedication of its volunteers who turn up regardless of the 
weather to clean the animals’ accommodation, walk the dogs and keep the garden looking 
nice.   
  
If you are able to give an animal a fresh start in life please visit us during opening hours  -  we 
have so many wonderful animals to choose from - and if we don’t have what you are looking 
for we will take your details and let you know when something suitable arrives.  And, of course, 
we always have cockerels wanting new homes, a sad but inevitable outcome of backyard 
breeding. 

“I called her Luna  -  she’s a complete lunatic!” 
 
When a week old kitten was found outside a local village 
post office early on a chilly October morning, very cold, 
dirty and covered in ticks, she was whisked over to 
SESAW and from there straight to the vets for an initial 
assessment and emergency treatment. Her survival was 
uncertain, and it was touch and go for a while.  
 
When volunteer Zofia was asked to become the little  
kitten’s foster mum, she just couldn’t refuse.   
 

Zofia takes up the story: 
 
This little kitten is a lovely character, very loving and  
playful, and a complete lunatic!!  When not asleep, she 
loves to play rough and tumble with my little dog Mojo.  
Mojo often runs into a room with Luna attached to his rear 

end!  They groom each other and are the best of friends. 
 
Although she is very small for her age, she is long in leg and tail, full of energy, and healthy – 
apart from a small heart murmur, which hopefully she will grow out of. 
 
When it comes to food, she is a meat 
monster, but she also loves carrots, 
pasta, toast with any topping, and any 
flavour of crisps.  I cannot eat anything 
without having to extract Luna from my 
plate several times. 
 
I wasn’t planning on having another 
cat, but Luna has fitted in really well 
and I now cannot imagine life without 
her.  All my other cats and dogs have 
accepted her presence, although they 
do find some of her antics annoying.  
However, she has proved to be a little 
fighter, surviving her dreadful start in life, and a major infection that nearly killed her at four 
weeks old. 
 
Luna is a little light in my life, and she never fails to make me laugh every day. 

Luna at 6 weeks old 

Looking good at 3 months 
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Why neutering is so important  
Each year SESAW and other rescue centres around the country are  
inundated with unwanted kittens and puppies.  It is heart-breaking to see 
the growing problem of these animals being dumped like rubbish, revealing 
an alarming trend of pets being treated like disposable commodities.   
 
When cats and dogs aren’t neutered, 
their unwanted litters are often left to 
suffer, and it is becoming more and 

more difficult to find new homes for these young animals.  
While many rescue centres, such as SESAW, only put animals 
to sleep on the advice of a vet, thousands of dogs and cats, 
some very young, are put to sleep each year for the only  
reason that rescue centres are full. 
 
Neutering is a straightforward operation and animals  
recover very quickly afterwards.  However, if you have any 
doubts at all about neutering your pet, talk it through with your 
vet. 
 
People receiving qualifying benefits may be eligible for a  
voucher from some of the larger animal charities to help with 
the cost of neutering.  It may also be possible to register with 
the PDSA to receive help with vet bills, and your vet will be  
able to advise you about this.  

SESAW animal sponsorship 

Would you like to sponsor Ollie, the black cat, Bobby the mischievous 
terrier, or one of their friends, pictured here?  Or perhaps you know 
someone who would be delighted to receive a gift of sponsorship? 
 
Ollie was found in a field when he was two years old.  He had been  
poisoned, and for a week his life hung in the balance.  He eventually 
made a full recovery and now resides in the house at SESAW. 
 
Sponsorship costs from as little as £2 a month for a minimum of one 
year.  All sponsors receive a Certificate of Sponsorship with photo and 
information about their chosen animal/s.  All the animals in our  
scheme are permanent residents at SESAW, and sponsors and their 
families and friends are welcome to visit their sponsored animal/s. 
 
SESAW relies entirely on donations, fundraising and sponsorship to 
care for unwanted, sick, abandoned or stray animals.  Your  
sponsorship of an animal will help us provide for its day-to-day care, 
veterinary bills and special dietary requirements.   
 
Almost everyone who works at SESAW does so on a voluntary  
basis.  Please support our work. 
 
If you wish to sponsor or adopt an animal, please turn to page 8 
for details of how to contact us. 

A gift with a difference  
for animal lovers of all ages 
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The happiest day of the year! 

Once again last year’s Annual Fete and Fun Dog Show 
was held on a glorious summer’s day.  Described by one 
volunteer as ‘the happiest day of the year’, it was all  
systems go as visitors poured through the gate.  The  
garden filled with friends old and new, browsing the  
variety of stalls, enjoying the light refreshments on offer  -  
which were very good -  and meeting all the animals.   
Music was provided by  
Jazz Galore, which even 
the lovely Rocky, our  
Resident Swiss  

                    Toggenburg goat, enjoyed. 
 
In the paddock tails wagged as the dog 
events got under way with members of Ace 
Agility and their canine companions  
demonstrating their skills over an agility 
course, which was then opened up for  
visitors to take their own dogs around,  
under close supervision.   
 
A lovely aroma was beginning to tempt people  -  and just a few dogs  -  to 
visit the barbecue, being run by SESAW volunteers Sue, Jenny and Lucy,  
and Sue’s daughter Ali.   

 
The final event was the Fun Dog Show, to which we were delighted to welcome 
Crufts judge Chris Mills (left).   
 
For the first time there was a special SESAW Dog of the Year 
class for dogs adopted from SESAW, which was won by the 
beautiful cocker spaniel Chloe, pictured right with her owner 

Margaret. This special 
class will now be a 
regular feature of the 
dog show, and we look 
forward to seeing 
many of our former 
residents coming back 
to see us.   
 
We estimate that 1,000 people visited us on 
the day, and we raised just over £2,545, to 
which match funding from Barclays Bank 
added £1,500.  So much preparation goes 
into organising this event each year, so a 
huge thank you to everyone involved,  
including SESAW volunteers, Jazz Galore, 
Ace Agility, Chris Mills and Paul Mortlock, 
our dog events compere for the day. 
 
Without you all this wonderful event would 
not have been possible. 
 

 

Browsing the fete stalls 

 

The ever-popular 
barbecue 

 

 

 

All the SESAW Dog of the Year contestants, including 

black collie cross Ollie and his owner Lucy (4th from 

right, back row).  Lucy received a special award for all 

the time, effort and love she has invested in Ollie, who 

arrived at SESAW in 2009 after a very traumatic start  

in life.  Ollie and Lucy are now a competent agility team. 

 

Serenading Rocky 
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Tied up and abandoned 

This beautiful, elderly border collie was found one  
morning tied to a tree in our front garden.  His lower 
back was almost completely bald, his skin thickened 
and flaky.  We called him Black Bob and made him 
comfortable in a kennel before taking him to see our 
vet later that day. He was diagnosed with a severe, 
flea allergy and treatment began immediately.   
 
Everyone fell in love with this gentle, well-mannered dog. Within a week he 
was looking and feeling a lot better; by the end of his second week with us  
his coat was beginning to grow back 
and he was ready for some gentle 
games in our exercise area. 
 
During his third week something  
wonderful happened  - he found a  
lovely new home with Philippa and 

John Marshall, who had just lost their own elderly collie. 
 
Sadly Bob died of kidney failure six months later, but his  
last days were spent happily with his new family, who loved 
him very much.  
 

 
 
Bubbles arrived at SESAW at 9pm on a Sunday night  -  
saved from a trip to the pound, where her future would 
have been very uncertain.  She was found tied to a lamp 
post in Greater London with her pups (less than a week 
old) in a plastic carrier bag by her side, so cold they  
almost died.  We were the closest rescue centre to  
London that had space for this little family, so they made 
the long journey to Suffolk.   
 
Bubbles had been with us for  
a matter of days when Bob  

Peacock came along and fell in love the minute he 
saw her.  He came regularly to take her for walks, 
and then sit with her in her kennel, keeping her 
company and getting to know her (he was there  
so often we almost rehomed him, too!).  As soon  
as her puppies had been weaned and were old 
enough to go to their new homes, Bubbles was  
free to go  home with Bob -  but not before she had 
been spayed! 

 

 

On a walk 
with his 
new family 

 
Impressions Motor Repairs 
Mechanical & Autoelectrical Repairs 

are pleased to support SESAW 
 

Units 8 & 9  

Crestland Business Park 

Bull Lane Industrial Estate 

Acton,  

Sudbury,  

Suffolk CO10 0BD 
 

Telephone: 01787 312902 
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We always need new volunteers at SESAW.  

Could you spare two or three hours one  
morning a week (more often if you would like!) 
to join us and meet like-minded people in a 
friendly environment, whatever the weather?   
 
Help to care for the dogs, cats, chickens, ducks 
and geese, small furries and our paddock  
animals. 
 
There is always general maintenance to be 
done: fixing, painting, sweeping,  gardening, 
etc.  Maybe you have ideas and could help with 

our fundraising, too  -  even organising your own events, if you wish. 
 
There are happy and sad times when you work with animals, but we couldn’t do without our  
willing band of volunteers.   
 
We need reliable, caring people to join our team  -  all enquiries should be made to  
info@sesaw.co.uk or call 01787 210888 and please leave a message if we’re busy, which is 
most of the time!   
 
We look forward to meeting you. 

 

Hadleigh Pet Supplies 
77 High Street, Hadleigh— 01473 823203 

 

Traditional Pet Shop offering a full range of quality Pet/ 

Animal feed and bedding for sale.  Stock feed.  

 

DOG/CAT FOOD 

All major brands stocked, including Eukanuba, Hills, James Wellbeloved, 
Skinners, Burns, Barking Heads, Lily’s Kitchen etc.  Frozen dog food.  

 

WILD BIRD SEED 

Premium wild bird seed, peanuts, black sunflower, hearts etc. 

Up to 25kg bags, 50 Fat balls— only £7.50!  Dried mealworms. 

 

SMALL PETS/POULTRY 

Layers’ pellets and mixed corn from £7.50/20kg.  Medicines, grits. 

 

HORSE FEED AND SHAVINGS 
 

LOCAL DELIVERY 
 

www.hadleighpetsupplies.co.uk     email: lynda@ashbrofeeds.co.uk 

 Crossing the Rainbow Bridge 
The lovely Boff arrived at SESAW in 2009 after his elderly owner 
had passed away, and became a permanent resident in the house.  
He loved to sit in the front garden to welcome visitors to SESAW , 
and he has featured on the front cover of our newsletter for the last 
four years. He had been in failing health for several months, and 
sadly passed away last November at the grand age of 17.  A  
gentle, friendly cat who enjoyed the company of people, he was 
loved and respected by all, and is greatly missed.   

A big thank 
you to Ivy 
and her Dad 
who came to 
SESAW one 
day in June. 
As well as  
updating us 
on the rabbits 
they adopted, 
Ivy brought a 
jar of coins 

she had saved for SESAW. 
Ivy had a tour of the  
sanctuary and saw some of 
the animals that would  
benefit from her kind gift.  
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Shot and left to die 

 

 

This Greylag goose was shot and left to die, with little thought for it’s  
suffering.  Her tormentors were not humane enough to finish the job they 
had started, simply blasting away for fun, causing a great deal of pain and 
stress for the bird, and possibly injuring others in the process. 
 
Some kind people took the time to catch her and bring her to SESAW.  She 
was taken to the vets for an xray to discover the extent of the damage.  The 
vet’s opinion was that the pellets should be left in place as it would be  
difficult to remove them and they shouldn’t cause the goose any long-term 
problems. 
 

We needed to make sure this goose was fit enough for a long 
flight if necessary because, although Greylag geese are resident 
here and in other parts of the UK, some will migrate north in the 
spring.  So she spent several weeks recovering with us. 
 
The outcome for this goose was the best possible scenario.   Early 
one morning SESAW’s owner, Maggie, spotted something new in 
the paddock with our own domestic geese and ducks  – a pair of  
Graylag geese.  Our rescue bird had healed and was ready for 
release, so Maggie gently ushered her out to meet the visitors, 

and after grazing for two hours the three flew away together.   

The three Greylag geese in the  

Paddock (with one of our own geese)  

before setting off on a new life together 

 

SESAW was one of three charities supported 

by Suffolk Life Pensions in Ipswich last 

year.   We were presented with a cheque for 

£4109, a wonderful donation, while Kenny the 

Chihuahua, who went along with Maggie to 

receive the cheque, got lots of cuddles.  

SESAW is delighted to welcome private mini cab company,  
Roman Cars, as a new Sponsor  from 1 August 2015. 
             
The Colchester-based firm's directors, Chris Standell and Karen 
Walker, enjoyed meeting resident animals and those awaiting 
new homes during a recent visit.    

The ladies were  
surprised to discover 
the diverse range of 
wild and domestic 
creatures cared for at 
SESAW, which they 
felt more than  
justified their support. 
 

Karen explained, “Roman Cars have recently been looking to 
sponsor a local charity, and after researching a number of 
them we have decided we would like to offer our help to a 
smaller charity.   SESAW we think being a perfect choice.   As 
well as our financial support, we intend to help in many other 
ways too.“ 
 
Roman Cars are Official Partners of Colchester United FC, 
with whom they intend to raise SESAW’s profile even  
further.   Should be an interesting time ahead if Roman Cars’ 
motto - we take you where you want to go - is anything to go 
by!  
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Suffolk and Essex Small Animal Welfare 

Registered Charity Number: 1124029 

Idano, Stoke Road, Leavenheath, CO6 4PP   

Tel:  01787 210888     Website:  www.sesaw.co.uk 

Open Thursday to Sunday from 10am to 1pm 

We love it when new owners keep in touch with us to let us know how well 
their pets are doing; some even bring them back to see us.  Knowing that 
our rescued animals are now living healthy, happy lives really does make all 
the hard work that goes into running SESAW  worthwhile.   So, thanks to 
Maggie and Ron, from whose home SESAW is run; all the volunteers who 
come in week after week in all weathers to look after the animals and do  
general maintenance work around the grounds; our fundraisers; our  
supporters; and others who are dedicated to SESAW but work quietly  
behind the scenes.  Without you all there wouldn’t be a SESAW. 

 
There’s no stopping some people when it comes to raising 
money for charity.   David Carr was all set to run the  
London Marathon for SESAW last April until an ankle injury 
put him out of action.  Undeterred, the intrepid husband of 
regular SESAW volunteer Ellie, simply changed tactics and 
gained a place in the Prudential Ride London-Surrey 100 
bike ride.     
Fortunately the damaged ligament is not affected by cycling 
and David’s training is progressing well.   He is already half 
way to his target, completing 50 miles at a time.  The event 
takes place on 2 August 2015 and follows a 100 mile circuit 
from the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park to the Mall, via  
London and beautiful Surrey countryside.    
Part of the route follows the River Thames including Walton 
on Thames, home of David’s father, who looks forward to 

seeing his son for a few brief minutes during the six hour ride.    
 
If you would like to pledge support for David and you have access to the internet, please visit his  
fundraising page at:  https://www.justgiving.com/David-Carr17/   Alternatively you can send a  
donation by mobile phone.  Simply text David's unique code PRLS97, followed by an amount of £1, £2, 
£3, £4, £5 or £10 to 
70070. 
     
And don’t think the 
story ends here.  
Due to his injury, 
David has a deferred 
place in the 2016 
London Marathon to 
fundraise for 
SESAW next year!   

David with Zeus the Malamute,  

after a lovely ball game 

Mr Carr carries on! 

https://www.justgiving.com/David-Carr17/

