
  

 

 

 

 
Until he extends his circle of compassion to include all living things, man will not himself find peace.  Albert Schweitzer  

Here’s to the next  
25 years 

 
 
 

A day to remember 
 

 
 

We’re available for 
sponsorship 
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photo competition 
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Sterling work by  
Delphi volunteers 

 
 
 

Happy ever after 

It didn’t take kittens Smokey and Pirate  

long to find a new home. 
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Who would have thought that a venture in July 1992 to set up a cattery 
with a block of just four pens would morph into SESAW - and still be  
going 25 years later, having homed thousands of cats, dogs and many 
other domestic animals and cared for and released many hundreds of 
wild birds and mammals.  
 
Having ‘retired’ from BT, I decided to amuse myself by simply looking 
after a few cats while people went on holiday.  Derryn, a friend who had 
worked for a small Colchester-based rescue called WAIFS, asked if I 
would help by taking on a few of their cats as they were overrun.  BIG 
mistake! We found ourselves not only taking on some of their cats, but 

also dogs. Word got around and we were soon taking in more and more animals from the Sudbury and 
the Suffolk/Essex border area and decided to go our separate ways, hence SESAW (Suffolk & Essex 
Small Animal Welfare) was born.  
 
Derryn and I had an arrangement: she made the money and I spent it all on the animals and their  
welfare. Over the years SESAW has prospered through the work and care of a band of volunteers, who 
have so generously and unstintingly given their time and care for the benefit of all the animals that have 
crossed our threshold on their way to new and loving homes. 
 
We even had a wallaby that I caught in a garden and took to Swayne & Partners, our long-suffering vets 
in Long Melford. They happened to have an Australian locum working there, so who better to look after a  
wallaby.  I am usually greeted with "now what's she got?" when I arrival at Swaynes, but they step up to 
the line every time. 
 
We have had wild rabbits, hedgehogs, deer, song birds, birds of prey and even a skunk from the Suffolk 
and Essex countryside.  Terrapins were recovered from the river near Nayland, and many swans and 
ducks have arrived from all over.  All that were suitable for release have been returned to their natural 
habitat.  
 
Most important are our volunteers, freely giving their time in a variety of roles, providing care and love to 
and for the animals - they are SESAW.  
 

Maggie Jackaman 

And here’s to the next 25        
 

Do you believe in love at first sight?   Not the human relationship kind but 
the instant love you feel when you look into the eyes of an animal that has 
been abused, abandoned or has lost its beloved human companion.    
Alternatively, the love you have for a place that has left a huge impression 
on your heart.   Well, that’s the feeling I have every time I visit SESAW as a 
volunteer.    
 
I could not help when I was  
working fulltime, but a twist of fate 

left me with health issues and I found myself with something I’d 
never had before - time!  When I regained some strength and 
pulled myself out of a dark place, a very good friend introduced 
me to SESAW, where I met Maggie.  What an inspiration!  I 
soon learnt that her wealth of knowledge is invaluable and she 
shares it selflessly, although she can come over as a little 
scary at times, ha!! 
 
Like many others, I am happy to muck in (literally) wherever 
needed, or just sit quietly reassuring a feral cat or nervous 
dog.  None of these animals has asked to be in this situation but it’s amazing how quickly they accept 
the love and care given to them.  I take immense pleasure in watching the transformations and it’s great 
to witness the day they find their forever homes.   Nothing is more rewarding, and to play a small part 
gives me back a feeling of self-worth that I had previously lost. 

 

Princess 

Jeanette, Mandy and Elaine cleaning the pond 

by volunteer Jeanette 

 



3 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

I meet many lovely people at SESAW and although glamorous it isn’t, we 
do laugh.   Last summer I brought plants and flowers to create some  
colour and cheer; after all, SESAW is also Maggie’s back garden.    
Mandy, Leanne and Elaine helped empty and clean the pond then we 
planted the surrounding area as a tribute to Ron, Maggie’s dear husband 
who sadly passed in 2016.   I had many lovely comments and thoroughly 
enjoyed doing it, and now I am growing the plants for this year’s  
extravaganza.   I do believe that even the animals benefitted from having 
some colour around, especially the geese that ate most of the plants – 
bless them! 
 
I enjoyed helping with our Open Day, and even tried asking local  
businesses to donate plants for our stall.   Everyone was so kind and  

generous and, if I say so myself, I didn’t do badly!   The Fundraising team are complete angels, putting in 
months of hard work crafting, sorting and baking, but rarely seen.   The Christmas Fair at Long Melford 
had such an amazing atmosphere, and it was a pleasure to meet other volunteers while raising much 
needed money.   I look forward to helping at future sales. 
 
Going back to the “love at first sight” reference, on my very first day I fell for a little dog with the kind of 
face that only a mum can love, an Old Tyme Dorset Bulldog named Princess (Prinny).  This sweet natured 
little lady had been used as a breeding bitch and came to SESAW in an appalling state: underweight, with 
a severe flea allergy, ear infections, hair loss and sores all over her hindquarters.   How can anyone do 
that?  Well readers, I was smitten.   Every day I walked Princess I knew our relationship would always be 
distant, and I was fine with that.   You see my husband Roger and I already had two wonderful dogs, four 
rabbits and a pond full of fish - plenty to be going on with.    
 
Two months later things took a dramatic downward turn at home when our beloved big Boxer, Murphy, 
was suddenly diagnosed with a brain tumour.  We lost him within three days.  Devastating.  The house 
wasn’t the same and our lovely American Bulldog, Cammy, pined for her lost friend.  After a few weeks we 
knew we had to find a new member for our family. 
 
Yes, you’ve guessed it, my thoughts turned to Princess, but she was to be homed as an only dog having 
previously been food aggressive with other dogs.   After many discussions with Maggie we took Cammy to 
meet Princess, but it did not go well.   Our usually placid girl snapping at Prinny, but would Cammy accept  
Prinny on home turf?   Rog and I asked if we could take Prinny home for the afternoon, but Maggie said 
“Why don’t you take her for a sleepover?”.  So that’s what we did. 
 
This meeting was much calmer.  We fed Prinny separately and the girls played together in the garden 
while we watched them like hawks.  The next evening when we took Princess back to SESAW Maggie 
was keen to know how it went.  I told her I couldn’t do it, she asked what had gone wrong and I explained I 
couldn’t put this super little dog back in a kennel!   She went home with us and she hasn’t been back 
since, other than on Open Day when she got 2nd place in the Best Short Coat category and 2nd in the 
‘SESAW Dog of the Year’.  What a star! 
 
Prinny is wonderful with most people and her faults are easily remedied. 
She now eats in the same room as her new best friend, they even swap 
bowls halfway through.  We get the most amazing hugs, the love she 
gives us is unconditional, and we adore her.   Our situation is a work in 
progress and we remain cautious of our little dog’s background and 
traits.  But readers ... nothing is more rewarding and it goes to show that  
if you want something badly enough you can make it work.   It just takes  
patience, determination, time and, of course, lots of love. 
 
SESAW is a constant hive of activity and I am astonished by the  
turnaround of animals passing through the gates.   It frightens me to think 
what would happen to these wonderful creatures if SESAW didn’t  
exist.  So, everyone, here’s to the next 25 years, and any help you can give will always be greatly  
appreciated.  I hope to see some of you soon.  SESAW really does change lives and I don’t just mean the 
animals’ lives!  Thank you for reading this.    
 
I dedicate my thoughts to all the foster carers, volunteers who carry out the home visits and, of course,  
Maggie. 

 

 

 

Prinny and Cammie at home 

Jeanette and Prinny  
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Our 2017 Open Day and Fun Dog Show was by far the most successful ever.  Hundreds of people  
attended and helped us to raise over £4,700.  The refreshment marquee - selling an mouth-watering  
selection of food, all baked by SESAW volunteers - provided a welcome area for visitors to relax and chat 
after browsing the many stalls that were selling everything from plants to jewellery, and trying their hand at 
the table-top games.   
 
Zofia, who organised the dog show, reviews the event: 

 
Despite an early morning storm flattening our main marquee, after some hurried 
repairs, the day went very well. 
 
The weather stayed fair, 
and it was wonderful to 
see so many people turn 
out with their dogs, and 
have so much fun – 
whether it was entering 
the show classes, or 
having a go at the  
scurry.  The latter was 
very popular and quite amusing at times as some dogs made up their own 
course, or just did zoomies instead! 
 
All the dogs – and their owners – were 
very well behaved, and class numbers 

were high, which 
made the job of our 
lovely judge,  
Hannah Gregory, 
quite difficult.  She 
did a great job, 
though, and   
everyone went home with something. 
I hope everybody had a lovely time 
and enjoyed their day. 

 
As usual, the barbecue was very popular, and we also 
had a few stalls: Barking Mad dog boarding, the Animal 
Health Company, Carol and Roger Gregory’s handmade 
coats and bandanas, and The Cinnamon Trust.  
 
Thank you to everyone who 
attended, and to all the  
volunteers who helped before, 
during and after the event,  
especially Sue and her crew 
for doing the barbecue, Wendy 
for stewarding, the lovely Ben 
for being such a great  
compere, as usual, and to 
judge Hannah Gregory for  
doing the hardest job of all. 
 
Special thanks to our sponsors:  
Gladwells Pet and Country Store at Copdock; Ardmore Veterinary Group, and 
Jacqui Wood, Ace Agility.  Also to those who donated prizes, including Purina,  
Animal Health Care of Halstead, and Wendy – who put together the prize baskets. 
 
It was a very successful day and the dog show, including the barbecue, raised over 
£700, which was brilliant. 

 

A day to remember 

SESAW Dog of the Year finalists 

 

The prizes 

 

The Waggiest Tail 

Child’s Best Friend 

Best Long Coat 

 

Best trick 

Best Terrier 

Handsome Dog 

 

 

SESAW Dog of the Year 

Callian with owner Lyn 

Baars and judge Hannah 
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Please contact us for more details 

 
 

The 
Paddock 
Animals 

 
Kenny and his 

“partners in 
crime” 

These animals all need to stay at SESAW for different 
reasons, and they need your help.  Sponsorship is a 
great gift, too! 
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  Sat 2 June  Dog Show from 1.00pm - 5.00pm:  Recreation Ground, Church Hill,  
   Monks Eleigh IP7 7JL.  SESAW will have a stall at this event.  

 
  Sat 13 Nov  SESAW Sale at Hintlesham Village Hall.  

     SESAW Open Day and Fun Dog Show from 12.00 - 4.00pm.  Bring yourselves,  
  Sun 29 July  your children and your dogs.  Fun for all.  Meet the animals.  Lots of stalls.  Special 
   SESAW Dog of the Year trophy to be won by a dog adopted from SESAW. 

Please visit our website www.sesaw.co.uk for further details of events, news and updates. 

SESAW events 2018 
     Gift and Craft Fair from 11am - 2pm.  Whatfield Village Hall, Rectory Road,  
   Sat 10 March IP7 6QU.  Exquisite items handmade by skilled crafters, quality bric-a-brac, books, 
   games, Surprise Bags, raffle, refreshments. 

   
  Sun 22 April  Spring Sale from 10am - 3pm.  At The Old School, Long Melford, CO10 9DX 

 
  Sun 1 July  Long Melford Street Fair, CO10 9DX, from 2pm - 7pm.  SESAW will have a  
   stall at this event. 

     Collection at the Co-Op Food Store, 83 High Street, Kelvedon, CO5 9AE 
  Sat 24 March   from 10am - 4pm.  This event has been organised by Louise and Richard of   

   Mr. O Removals of Tiptree who have chosen to support SESAW this year. 

 
  
  Sun 19 Nov  Christmas Fair from 10am - 3pm:  The Old School, Long Melford CO10 9DX 

We need more people like Joan and Keith! 
 
Husband and wife team, Joan and Keith, have been  
regulars at SESAW for a few years and  also help at  
fundraising events.    
 
Retired nursery school worker Joan volunteered first, but 
Keith was soon roped in by the phrase “my husband could 
do that” when a Mr Fixit was needed!   They get plenty of 
fresh air when working with the animals and have made 
many new friends, both at the sanctuary and when selling 
books, DVDs and lots of other items at SESAW sales. They 
also represented SESAW at a World War II re-enactment 
event and met a Winston Churchill lookalike! 
 
After a busy day at Leavenheath the couple often hitch up 
their caravan and slip away for a break – with their cat, of 

course!   Maggie May was homed with them last year after their previous puss,  
Eddie, died.   Joan hopes the travelling tabby will follow in her predecessor’s paw 
prints and soon be strolling around the camp site on a lead.  
 
There is always plenty to do at SESAW and more Joans and Keiths are needed to 
help with animal care and maintenance.   Please leave a message on the  
answerphone or visit during opening hours if you would like to join the team and  
discover the real meaning of job satisfaction. 

 

   
     Bargain Book Sale from 11am  -  3pm.  Community Centre, Timperleys,  
  Sat 24 March Hintlesham, IP8 3PS.  Reference and fiction, from art to zoology.  Bargain bundles, 
   BOGOFs, discount for quantity.  DVD/CDs, pictures and furniture.  Refreshments.

    
  Sun 16 Sept Autumn Fair at Village Hall, Plough Road, Great Bentley, CO7 8LG. 
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Sterling work 
 

We are indebted to the many individuals and organisations who 
have helped us during our last 25 years of animal rescue, and 
those who continue to do so today.   
 
Like most people involved in animal rescue, there are times when 
we despair of the human race, but the kindness and generosity of 
our supporters restores 
our faith in mankind. 
 
We particularly wish to 
acknowledge a group of  
apprentices from Delphi 
Diesel Systems in  

Sudbury who  spent many weeks beavering away at SESAW last 
summer.  This dedicated group of young people became a familiar 
sight around the sanctuary as they worked their magic in a most 

gentle and caring manner.  
Various buildings were  
repaired, renovated, restored and renewed in time for our annual Open 
Day in July, and the pig enclosure was transformed - to the obvious  
delight of our newly arrived Kune Kune couple, Bob and Peggy. 
 
One of the lads designed and built a garden seat in memory of Ron 
Jackaman, a constant support to his wife, Maggie, until his death in 
2016.  Although he didn't know the gentleman, we feel young  
Charlie created a handsome bench that was simple, yet exactly what 
dear Ron would have liked.    
 
Everyone at SESAW sends a 
heartfelt thank you to the  
Delphi apprentices who are a 
credit to themselves, the  
company and the community. 
 
Thanks are also due to 
Ridgeons, the timber and 
builders merchants in  
Sudbury, who continually  

support Delphi's community projects.   The company was  
extremely generous with the supply of materials and advice,  
without which this project would not have been so successful. 
 

At the end of the day   

 
The Open Day was enjoyed  
by hundreds of visitors and  
the Fun Dog Show proved as  
popular as ever.  Despite a 
long and tiring weekend, our  
volunteers gathered at the  
end of the day to celebrate 25 
years of animal rescue at 
Leavenheath.  They raised a 
glass to toast Maggie then tucked into the clebration cake made by Dawn and  
Lesley.  Maggie expressed her gratitude to all supporters, past and present, and 
handed out gifts for Shirley Hamlin, Anne Tyers and Nigel Jackson who have all 
eased up recently after years of hard work for SESAW.    
Dave Carr and his family arrived just in time to join the celebrations.  The fantastic 
Mr Carr had cycled 100 miles that very morning to raise money for SESAW.    

Out with the old... 

...and in with the new 

Kune Kune pigs Bob and Peggy 

Ron’s memorial bench 

 

 

 

Maggie cuts the cake 

Dave Carr, Ellie and mum Matilda 
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Editor:   Jean White, SESAW Publicity Officer 

 
 

Printed by Keith Avis Printers, 68 High Street, Hadleigh, Ipswich IP7 5EF  
Telephone 01473 823336     www.keithavis.co.uk 

Suffolk and Essex Small Animal Welfare 

Registered Charity Number: 1124029 

Idano, Stoke Road, Leavenheath, CO6 4PP   

Tel:  01787 210888     Website:  www.sesaw.co.uk 

Open Thursday to Sunday from 10am to 1pm 

We love it when new owners keep in touch with us to let us know  
how well their pets are doing; some even bring them back to see us.   
Knowing that our rescued animals are now living healthy, happy lives 
really does make all the hard work that goes into running SESAW  
worthwhile.   So, thanks to Maggie, from whose home SESAW is run; 
all the volunteers who come in week after week in all weathers to  
look after the animals and do general maintenance work around the  
grounds; our fundraisers; our supporters; and others who are  
dedicated to SESAW but work quietly behind the scenes.  Without you 
all there wouldn’t be a SESAW. 

  Our thanks to  Mitch and Shaun of the Brewers Arms, Polstead, CO6 5BZ,  tel: 01787 210441,   
for their sponsorship of this newsletter 

Two very happy endings 
 
Fudge and her sister Fluff arrived at SESAW in 2013 from 
a multi-cat household.  They were both pregnant and went 
on to give birth to five kittens between them.  All the kittens  
inherited their mothers’ sweet, laid-back natures, and both 
families found new homes very quickly.  Fudge was  
adopted by SESAW’s website designer, Karen, and now 
lives happily with her and her family.  
 
Karen says: “This is my daughter Tilly sharing a moment 
with Fudge.  I promise Fudge is enjoying the attention.  
The kids do this to her all the time.  She comes up and 
rubs her face all over them and then…this happens!  They 
can’t help themselves.”  

 
 
When a week old kitten was found outside a local  
village post office early on a chilly October morning  
in 2014, very cold, dirty and covered in ticks, she  
was whisked over to SESAW and from there straight 
to the vets for emergency treatment. Her survival was  
uncertain, and it was touch and go for a while.  
  
When volunteer Zofia was asked to become the little  
kitten’s foster mum, she just couldn’t refuse.  
 
Now look at Luna, nearly four years old and an  
absolute stunner.  

  

Fudge at SESAW 

 


